
Glossary of some of the Job Roles and Functions for UK Tree Professionals. 

Arborist 

A professional working in the cultivation, care and research of individual trees, nowadays it is used as the official term for 

Tree Surgeons; people qualified to assess the condition of a tree and carry out work to ensure it’s longevity and frequently 

used by practitioners working on the ground. Arborist teams are often small businesses, which despite considerable 

training and high insurance / equipment costs are subject to low wages, (as with landscapers). 

Arboriculturalist 

Whilst interchangeable with Arborist, those calling themselves Arboriculturalists tend more to be managers, or tree 

officers. Whilst not even recognised by ‘Microsoft Word’ (as with many of the following tree and forest professionals) it is a 

historic profession, which again has been subject to considerable ignorance of the skills and training needed and their 

importance in helping protect trees closer to centres of population. The Arboricultural Association is the principle UK 

accreditation group for both Arborists & Arboriculturalists. 

Dendrochronologist 

A very rare profession but increasingly recognised for its importance in helping forward climate change research for 

protecting existing trees and proposed new planting. It is a scientific role which uses tree ring data to study aspects of 

ecological, climatic and archaeological events in the past.   

Dendrologist 

Dendrology is the science of woody plants and trees, a very specific area of botanical study. Nowadays it is the bridge 

between forestry and arboriculture to horticulture and again is of increasing importance due to threats from non native 

invasive species as well as research into the genetics of trees and their resilience of lack of from pests and diseases. 

Edaphologist 

In the UK, this is now virtually dead as a scientific profession, replaced by various other strands of science. It is the study of 

the relationship between roots and soil. However as ‘underground’ ecology, particularly the role of fungi gain increasing 

publicity due to the extraordinary and important benefits to trees from the symbiotic relationships which have been and 

continue to be discovered between roots and fungi as well as other soil organisms, it is a science long overdue a return into 

mainstream ecological research.  

Forester 

This all embracing term covers every practitioner working in forests and woodland but within the industry itself it is much 

more a managerial role. To become a forester requires years of study and many foresters work towards gaining chartered 

status via the Institute of Chartered Foresters.  

Forestry Contractor 

The majority of operatives working in forests are contractors. Most of the work involved is again very highly skilled and 

contractors need to pay large amounts for insurance and their equipment, (some harvesting machinery can be well in 

excess of £100,000). Contractors are of vital importance in ensuring timber gets to market and thus keeping the industry 

sustainable economically. However it is a fragile business in times of economic uncertainty and poor policy making 

procedure, (too slow or rapid), can leave a contractor, who are also vital elements within the economics of a small rural 

community, without any safety net.  

Forest Ranger 

The role of the forest ranger has changed considerably in the last 50 years. Previously a Ranger’s job was principally to 

prevent pest damage, but this has evolved, surprisingly, into the role of interacting with the public and ensuring facilities 

for forest users are adequate. The difficult balance and potentially explosive debate with regards the culling of pests makes 



this job less enticing than it first appears and regrettably in many places the more modern role of the ranger as the 

interface with public has resulted in less pest control.  

Mycologist 

A mycologist is a fungi scientist. Trees and Fungi are inseparable companions and a fungi specialist will often know as much 

about trees as an Arboriculturalist does and vice versa. As we discover more and more about fungi, the role of the 

mycologist in helping to determine good silvicultural and arboricultural practice is ascertained. 

Plantsman, (Nurseryman). 

A plantsman, (still often used in the masculine form for the female professionals), is yet again an often ignored speciality, 

(primarily due to national chains of garden centres using cheap labour), but as a profession has enjoyed a slight renaissance 

of late. Ensuring good stock suitable for a specific location is increasingly important as we witness tree mortality due to an 

ignorance of site specific factors. There can be few if any other retail sectors which require such a wealth of skills and 

knowledge for such little return and still see increasing pressure from unsuitable foreign imports (which are directly 

responsible for some of the worst threats to UK forests ever seen).   

Silviculturist 

A forester, but nowadays mainly involved in the design and applications of forestry methodology and particularly planting 

& nurturing trees for a specific purpose whilst ensuring as many elements of multipurpose forestry are also included. 

Silvologist 

Championed by Dr Gabriel Hemery, this is a word to describe a cross spectrum tree and forest professional based on 

Silvology ‘the study of trees and woodland’.  

Tree Warden 

Included in this list due to the increasingly important role Tree Wardens enjoy, it is a voluntary title awarded by parish 

councils to an individual who wants to be pro active in protecting trees in their parish and is fully supported by the Tree 

Council of the UK.  An active Tree Warden is of huge benefit in protecting local trees and their role in a more localised 

society is vital. 

Woodlander 

There are many very skilled traditional techniques used by the above, but traditionally (and recently seeing a resurgence) 

by people solely active in a specific skilled technique. Examples include: Coppicing, Pollarding, Willow Weaving, 

Hedgelaying, Spur Making and Bodging. It is tempting to include more modern and economically viable skills which use 

woodland; such as ‘bushcraft’ and there is a strong argument that this sector is one which has the potential to help 

underpin a rural economy within woodland and forests which have seen no management since the days of Thomas Hardy. 

Volunteer 

The over reliance on volunteers is a threat to woodlands dependent on a management regime, (which includes virtually all 

woodland and forest in the UK). Protecting trees in their neighbourhood or by supplementing large scale afforestation or 

habitat creation work is a recognised form of enabling a person’s connection with trees. But replacement of qualified 

personnel for volunteers is impossible. 

 

 


