
FOREST COMMUNICATION IN THE UK SURVEY November 12th – November 19th 2011 

225 Respondents. 

Q1 Which of the Following Best Describes You? 

 

Others: 

Conservation: 5 

Journalism & Media: 4 

Arts & Education: 6 

Tree warden: 1 

 

 

Q2  Which of the Following Tree / Forestry Issues do you believe is most important? 

 

 

 

Others: 

All Issues are equally important: 7 

Educating public to value of trees: 1 

0 20 40 60 80 100 

Forestry / Arboricultural … 

Forestry / Arboricultural … 

Land / Woodland Owner 

Land Industry Practitioner 

Academic 

NGO Employee 

Member of Public 

Other 

Respondents 

Respondents 

0 10 20 30 40 50 

Pests, Diseases & Invasive … 

Public Access 

Woodland Creation 

Plantations for sustainable … 

Urban Tree Planting & … 

Habitat Creation and … 

Other 

% 

% 



Protection of Gree Belt: 1 

PAWS restoration: 1 

Community Woodland (Access for Children): 2 

Access & Creation: 1 

Climate Change: 2 

Pests & Diseases priority before tackling other issues: 2 

 

Q3 Where do you source the news and information relating to your tree / forest issue from the most? 

 

Other: 

None of the above: 2 

All of the above: 1 

Mix of the above: 1 

Family: 1 
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Q4 Which type of website do you frequent the most? 

 

Others: 

(Websites added to Q7 responses) 

All / Mix of the above: 10 

None of the above: 8 

Local governmental website:2 

 

Q5 How much time per week do you spend reading news and information relating to trees and forestry 

subjects on the internet per week? 

  

 

Q6 Which of the following are you signed up with and use on a regular basis? 
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Q7 Please write the names of the most important forest / tree websites to you. 

 

2 – 5 mentions, in no particular order: 

http://www.confor.org.uk; http://www.loveforests.com/who-loves-forests.htm; 

http://www.moortrees.org/; http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/; http://saveourforests.co.uk/; 
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http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ 

http://saveourwoods.co.uk/ 

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk 

http://www.rfs.org.uk/ 

http://internationaltreefoundation.o… 

http://www.landscapejuicenetwork.c… 

http://arbtalk.co.uk/ 

http://www.treesforlife.org.uk/ 

http://www.tree-care.info 

http://www.commonground.org.uk/ 

http://twitter.com/ 

http://www.google.co.uk/ 

http://gabrielhemery.com/ 

http://www.fera.defra.gov.uk 

http://www.trees.org.uk/ 

http://www.charteredforesters.org/ 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestre… 

http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/ 

http://www.landscapejuice.com/ 

UK Forest & Tree Websites mentioned more than 5 
times 

UK Forest & Tree Websites 
mentioned more than 5 times 

http://www.confor.org.uk/
http://www.loveforests.com/who-loves-forests.htm
http://www.moortrees.org/
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/
http://saveourforests.co.uk/


http://www.efi.int/portal/; http://www.swog.org.uk/; http://sylva.org.uk/; 

http://www.hortweek.com/; http://europeantrees.wordpress.com ; 

http://www.landscapeinstitute.org// ; http://www.upmtilhill.com/; 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/; http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment ; 

http://www.woodnet.org.uk/woodlots/; http://www.woodlands.co.uk/; http://www.rspb.org.uk/; 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/; http://www.gfis.net/gfis/; http://www.wwf.org.uk/; 

http://www.forestryjournal.co.uk/; http://exmoor6000trees.org.uk/saveourwoods/; 

http://www.linkedin.com – URBAN FORESTRY GROUP; http://www.rhs.org.uk/;  

All other mentions: 

http://www.isa-arbor.com/; http://www.forestnet.com; http://www.rsfs.org/; 

http://www.newforest-notebook.com/; http://uknhb.blogspot.com/; http://www.barcham.co.uk/; 

http://www.majestictrees.co.uk/; http://www.un.org/en/events/iyof2011/; 

http://www.exmoor6000trees.org.uk/_/Home.html; http://www.wildaboutbritain.co.uk/; 

http://festivalofthetrees.wordpress.com/; http://www.ukwas.org.uk/; 

http://www.surreytreewardens.org.uk/; http://www.scambs.gov.uk; 

http://www.orangepippin.com/; http://www.treesforcities.org/; http://www.rivercottage.net/; 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/; http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/great_trees_of_east_devon; 

http://www.albatrees.co.uk/; http://www.bats.org.uk/; http://www.smallwoods.org.uk/; 

http://38degrees.org.uk/; http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/; http://www.british-trees.com/; 

http://www.johnclegg.co.uk/; http://www.rtpi.org.uk/the_rtpi/; http://www.snh.gov.uk/; 

http://foresteducation.org/; http://www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/; http://agroforestry.net/; 

http://allotmentforestry.com/; http://www.nature.org/; http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/; 

http://www.treehugger.com/; http://www.permaculture.org.uk/; http://www.smallholder.co.uk/; 

http://visitwoods.org.uk/en/visit-woods ; http://www.fao.org/; http://www.myerscough.ac.uk/; 

http://www.lantra.co.uk/; http://www.un-redd.org/ ; http://www.cpre.org.uk/; 

http://www.lantra.co.uk/; http://www.countryside-jobs.com/cjsdailyonline/main.htm; 

http://www.ancient-yew.org/ 

A selection from some of the comments left in Q8: 

‘’In reference to the 1st question; All other issues rely upon an effective barrier against the 

spread of tree diseases’’ 

‘’Many bug bears in the industry, especially policy makers weakness and tendency to either 

micro-manage and assume "state good Private bad", and likewise media demonisation of 

private ownership - assuming it means chop chop chop - When infact most private forestry is 

under 40 acres in size, and therefore un-economic currently to harvest so is safe 

economically. (Much to my annoyance driving past much good overstood timber every day, 

which could keep several Hundred people in work in North Yorkshire for years to come). 

Also the fact a large number of farmers plant poor soil fields as woodland and leave be - great 

for nature and makes up most of the private forest estate in the North. Likewise the forestry 

commission as it stands is great - its estate supports a 0 cost to tax payer system of plant 

breeding and research, while on the whole catering for public education well. Sell the estate 
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and who will pay for the research - Just look at Phytopthora Ramorum which is raping some 

of the best forest stands in the country. Without the FC we would suffer even more’’ 

‘’Forestry has lost it's science edge and become a puppet term for charitable donations. All 

the talk is about distributing money rather than really tackling the important issues’’ 

‘’Ref Q2. Before too much importance is placed on 'public access', 'woodland creation' and 

other issues we have to ensure adequate protection of existing trees against forest pests and 

diseases. The £7m proposed by defra is laughable in real terms and a drop in the ocean 

compared with the money flow towards 'fluffier' issues which help boost the economy of the 

NGOs but in reality too little to advance forestry and tree matters as a whole. Forums and 

transparent debate is the only way of getting facts out there! Q.3. The Internet is 

compromised as it is still largely misunderstood. We have no control over content and 

cannot assume this is possible. Q. 4. NGO websites are increasingly irrelevant and one 

'major UK forest charity' website has let itself become too 'industrified' when industry 

websites are doing the opposite. I believe we will see much more 'anti' NGO behaviour as 
these charities struggle to find their place.’’ 

 

‘’Issues with forestry and trees are so varied and are thus scattered across the web also, but 
this is not helpful and google is the only help in trying to pinpoint specific answers’’ 

 

‘’I believe that web information in Britain is fractured. There have been some spontanteous 
new developments this year some good, some bad.’’ 

 

‘’As usual this survey is very narrow and misses the point of how people use the internet to 

gain information. I could've flippantly said Google is the only 'website' I use as reasons for 

wanting information online vary and there is no 'best' site. Q2 is stupid as most people are 

interested in all the subjects listed even lowly garden tree growing woodland visiting folks 

like me! Q3 again is daft. Via the internet I access all the listed sources, it's the only method 

I use. Q5 time varies esp when campaigns like save the English Forestry Commission and 
now NPPF is running!’’ 

 

‘’larger public woodland / forest owners re woodlands trust, forestry commission should 

make it easier for coppicers / woodland workers to be able to take on neglected woodland on 

a free lease basis. re i do the work for free and keep any coppiced products / firewood in 
return’’ 

 

‘’The google guide: Forestry - takes you to the FC, tree felling, baddies with chainsaws. 
Woodland - takes you to the Woodland Trust, children planting trees’’ 

 

‘’RSS feeds (not specifically featured here) are a vital general source of info and are 

delivered to my inbox daily (particularly press releases from organisations both small and 

large. Many colleagues I know subscribe to RSS feeds as a primary means of information 

gathering. Might be worth noting that while pressure groups and lobby groups use social 

media frequently, it is the form of media journalists probably trust least. Editorial remains the 

most reliable source in the eyes of people such as myself. Hope this helps’’ 



‘’the forest industry has a problem both the public and the government do not really 

understand what it is about and the future role forestry has. the charities do not help much 

either by concentrating on the pretty teatowel image. I cannot see a good future for anyone 
in the industry’’  

 

‘’Where do you look, everyone uses the web as a platform to promote their own causes and 
we are at the mercy of google power!’’ 

 

‘’Practitioner Forums are increasingly important as they become cross tier.’’ 

 

 

 

 

 


